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In addition to departmental requirements, candidates for graduate degrees must fulfill University requirements described in
the “Graduate Education” section of the UCSB General Catalog.

Ph.D. students must successfully complete one year of required core courses in Microeconomic Theory (Economics 210A-
B-C), Macroeconomic Theory (Economics 204A-B-C), and Econometrics (Economics 241A-B-C). The Microeconomic
Theory, Macroeconomic Theory and Econometrics courses must be completed with a grade of B or better in each course.
Students are expected to maintain an overall GPA of at least 3.0.

Time-to-degree: 3 years and 1 quarter to advance to candidacy, 6 years to complete the Ph.D.

CORE COURSES (36.0 units total)
COURSE # COURSE NAME UNITS | GRADE
ECON 210A Microeconomics: Theory of Consumption and Production 4.0
ECON 210B Microeconomics: Game Theory 4.0
ECON 210C Microeconomics: Markets and Incentives 4.0
ECON 204A Macroeconomic Theory 4.0
ECON 204B Macroeconomic Theory 4.0
ECON 204C Macroeconomic Theory 4.0
ECON 241A Econometrics 4.0
ECON 241B Econometrics 4.0
ECON 241C Econometrics 4.0

PRELIMINARY EXAMINATIONS

At the end of the first year, students must pass preliminary examinations in Microeconomics, Macroeconomics
and Econometrics. Grading categories for the preliminary examinations are Fail, M.A. Pass, Ph.D. Pass, and
Ph.D. Pass with Distinction. To proceed in the Ph.D. program, students must receive a Ph.D. Pass or better.

Those receiving an M.A. Pass or better on both examinations are entitled to the Master of Arts degree, as long

as they fulfill the Plan B requirements for the M.A. degree specified above.
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In the second year, students are required to complete a minimum of 28 units of advanced coursework consisting of two
separate fields in their entirety. Fields will generally require 12-16 units. Field courses include the following: Econometrics,
Environmental and Natural Resources, Experimental and Behavioral Economics, Labor Economics, Macroeconomics,
Theory and Policy, Microeconomic Theory, and Public Economics.

ELECTIVES (28.0 Units Total)
COURSE # COURSE NAME UNITS | GRADE

ADVANCEMENT TO CANDIDACY/DISSERTATION RESEARCH

In the second year, students begin a research project to launch their dissertation research. When
they complete the project and defend proposals for the rest of their dissertation in an oral qualifying
examination administered by their doctoral committee, they advance to candidacy for the doctorate.
The goal is to reach this important milestone by the end of the fall quarter of the third year. The Ph.D.
is completed by the submission of a dissertation acceptable to the student’s doctoral committee.
Defense of the dissertation is at the discretion of the student’s committee.
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