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Economics 160


Phillips/Votey


Winter 2009
Economics of Crime and Justice
Hour, Location:
8:00-9:15,  Buchanan  1940

Instructors:
Llad Phillips and Harold L. Votey, Jr.

Office Hours:
NH 3032, 9:30 - 10:00 TuTh and NH 2056, 9:30 - 10:00 TuTh, by appointment, respectively

Texts:
Economics 160: Crime and Justice - A text for this course by Llad Phillips and H.L. Votey, Jr. (P&V) - and


Notes for Economics of Crime and Justice

Both are available at The Alternative in I.V.

Recommended:
Economics 160: References - also at The Alternative.

Midterm Date:
Tuesday, Feb. 10, 2009. You will need a scantron sheet and #2 pencil.

Final Date:
Friday, March 20, 2009, 8:00 - 11:00 am. You will need a scantron sheet and #2 pencil.

Lecture Topics and Reading List
I. 
Lecture One: “Introduction: What is the Economics of Crime and Justice?”, Professor Votey


Ch. 1 (P&V)  "Introduction"


Ch. 2 (P&V)  "Formulation of the Crime Model:  Theoretical Foundations"

References:  E. J. Mishan, Cost-Benefit Analysis, Ch. 3 (RBR)


Jack Hirshleifer, "The Expanding Domain of Economics", American Economic Review, Dec. 1985 (RBR)

II. 
Lecture Two: “Social Welfare: Impacts of Crime on Society”, Professor Phillips

Ch. 3 (P&V)  "Defining Crime and Establishing Policies for Control"

Ch. 4 (P&V)  "Establishing Monetary Measures of the Seriousness of Crime"

References: C. T. Clotfelter, "Urban Crime and Household Protective Measures", Andreano and Siegfried(Ed.) The Economics of Crime(1980)(RBR)Lecture Two: “Law  Enforcement Effectiveness:  Productivity”, Professor Votey

Ch. 7 (P&V)  "Extracting Useful Information from Crime Data"


Ch. 9 (P&V)  "The Deterioration of Law Enforcement Effectiveness"

III.      Lecture Three: “Law  Enforcement Effectiveness:  Productivity”, Professor Votey

Ch. 7 (P&V)  "Extracting Useful Information from Crime Data"


Ch. 9 (P&V)  "The Deterioration of Law Enforcement Effectiveness.


IV.
Lecture Four: “Jobs and Crime”, Professor Phillips

References: Ehrenberg & Smith, Modern Labor Economics, Ch. 6 (RBR)


  Llad Phillips, "Economic Perspectives on Criminality: An Eclectic View", The Socio-Economics of Crime and Justice(1993), ed. by Brian Forst(RBR)


Phillips & Votey, "Black Women & Incentives to Crime" (RBR)


Phillips & Votey, "The Choice Between Legitimate and Illegitimate Work:  Micro Study of Individual Behavior", Contemporary Policy Issues, Oct. 1987 (RBR)

V.
Lecture Five: “Jobs and Crime(cont.); Youth & Women's Involvement in Crime”, Professor Votey

Ch. 8 (P&V)  "Crime Generation and Economic Opportunities for Youth"

References:  A. P. Bartel, "Women and Crime: An Economic Analysis", Economic Inquiry, Jan. 1979 (RBR)


Phillips & Votey, "Women's Changing Involvement With Crime: A Labor Force Participation Perspective", Eastern Economic Journal, Sept. 1987 (RBR)

VI.
Lecture Six: “Deterrence and the Death Penalty”, Professor Phillips

Ch. 10 (P&V)  "Isolating Deterrence Using the Simultaneous Equation System"

References:  Gary Becker, "Crime and Punishment:  An Economic Approach" Journal of Political Economy, March/April 1968 (RBR)

VII. 
Lecture Seven: :  “Crime Control: Equity Versus Efficiency”,  Professor Votey

Ch. 5 (P&V)  The Determination of Community Priorities


Lester Thurow, #18 in References “ Equity and Efficiency in Law Enforcement” 

VIII.
Lecture Eight: Part I. “Strategies to Estimate Deterrence”; Part II. “Optimization of the Criminal Justice System”, Professor Phillips

Ch. 12 (P&V)  "Minimizing the Social Cost of Homicide"


References:  Isaac Ehrlich, "The Deterrent Effect of Capital Punishment" American 


Economic Review, June 1975 (RBR)

IX.
Lecture Nine: Part I. “Motoring Offenses: Speeding, Drunken Driving”, Part II. Review of the Votey Lectures, Professor Votey

References:  Votey, "A Rational Policy for the Control of Accidents Caused by Motoring Offenses", Institute of Transport Economics, Aug. 1977 (RBR)


Votey, "The Economic Perspective on Controlling the Drunken Driver", Laurence, Snortum & Zimring (Ed.) Social Control of the Drinking Driver, (1988) (RBR)

X.
Lecture Ten: Part I. “Casual Users, Substance Abusers and Public Policy: The War on Drugs”; Part II. Review of the Phillips Lectures, Professor Phillips

Ch. 6 (P&V)  "Choosing Between Alternative Programs to Control Hard Drugs"

References:
Ted Bergstrom, "On the Economics of Crime and Confiscation", Economic Perspectives, Summer 1990 (RBR)


Llad Phillips, " The Political Economy of Drug Enforcement in California", Contemporary Policy Issues (Jan. 1992)

MIDTERM
February 10, 2009 (Tuesday)
XI. Lecture Eleven: “Coordinating the Components of the Criminal Justice System/ The Serious Offender”, Professor Phillips
Ch. 14 (P&V)  "Balancing the Effort Between Enforcement, Adjudication and Corrections"

References:
Phillips, "The Political Economy of California Corrections in the Year 2000" (RBR)


Peter Greenwood, "Controlling the Crime Rate Through Imprisonment", James Q. Wilson (Ed.) Crime and Public Policy (1983) (RBR)

XII. 
Lecture Twelve: “Violence and Weapons”, Professor Votey

Ch. 11 (P&V)  "Controlling Homicide:  Gun Control vs. Deterrence"

Ch. 12 (P&V)  "Minimizing the Social Cost of Homicide"

Reference:
Mark H. Moore, "Controlling Criminogenic Commodities: Drugs, Guns and Alcohol", James Q. Wilson (Ed.) Op. Cit. (RBR)

XIII. Lecture Thirteen: “Managing Prison Stocks and Flows: The Correctional Bureaucaracy”, Professor Phillips

References:
A. Blumstein, "Prisons: Population, Capacity and Alternatives" (RBR), James Q. Wilson (Ed.) Op. Cit., (RBR)


Phillips & Shapiro, "Prison Costs and Public Expenditures" (RBR)


Albert Hirshman, Exit, Voice and Loyalty, Ch. 1


Anthony Downs, Inside Bureaucracy, Ch. 9

XIV.
Lecture Fourteen: “Drugs: Evaluating Alternatives for Control”, Professor Votey

Ch. 6 (P&V) "Choosing Between Alternative Programs to Control Hard Drugs"

XV. 
Lecture Fifteen: “Is Criminal Justice Just?”, Professor Phillips

References:
Stephen P. Klein, Susan Turner, Joan Petersilia, "Racial Equity in Sentencing", Rand Study, Feb. 1988


Samuel Myers, Jr., & William Sabol, "Business Cycles and Racial Disparities in Punishment"


Lester Thurow, "Equity vs. Efficiency in Law Enforcement", Adreano & Siegfried (Ed.) The Economics of Crime (1980) (RBR)

XVI. 
Lecture Sixteen: “Decision Theory: Jury Trials, Fair to Whom?”, Professor Votey

References:
 G. Krohm, "The Pecuniary Incentives of Property Crime", S. Rottenberg (Ed.) The Economics of Crime and Punishment (1973) (RBR)


J. P. Gunning, "How Profitable is Burglary?", Ibid. (RBR)

XVII. Lecture Seventeen: “The Family and Delinquency”, Professor Phillips

References: 
Jack Hirshleifer, "The Expanding Domain of Economics", American Economic Review, Dec. 1985 (RBR)


Gary Becker, "Altruism in the Family", A Treatise on the Family (1981) (RBR)




William Comanor and Llad Phillips, “The Impact of Income and Family 


Structure on Delinquency”, Journal of Applied Economics, Nov. 2002 

XVIII. Lecture Eighteen: Part I “The Age/Crime Curve and Aggregate Crime Rates”, Part II “Crime in California, Local Versus State Emphasis, Professor Votey 

References: Votey, "Employment, Age, Race and Crime:  A Labor Theoretic Investigation",  Journal of Quantitative Criminology (1991) (RBR)


Votey, "Youth, Maturity and Participation in Crime for Income:  Isolation of Causes for the Age Effect" (RBR) 

XIX.
Lecture Nineteen: Part I “Terrorism, Skyjacking and Embezzlement”, Part II “Review”,  Professor Phillips


Reference:
K. Borch, "Insuring and Auditing the Auditor", Games, Economic Dynamics 

and Time Series Analysis (1982) (RBR)




Phillips, "Skyjacking" (RBR)





Review:

Reference: 
Harold L. Votey Jr. and Llad Phillips, “Crime, Youth and the Labor Market: Are We Any Closer to Answers?” in Crime Control and Social Justice, Darnell F. Hawkins, Samuel L. Myers Jr. and Randolph N. Stone (eds.) Westport, Connecticut, Greenwood Press, 2003.

Reference: 
Steven D. Levitt, “Understanding Why Crime Fell in the 1990’s: Four Factors the Decline and Six that Do Not”, Journal of Economic Perspectives, V. 18, No. 1, Winter 2004, pp. 163-190.



Sources of Crimnal Justice Information On the Internet


Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics: http://www.albany.edu/sourcebook/

Uniform Crime Reports, Crime in the United States, http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/03cius.htm

Bureau of Justice Statistics: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/

Crime in California, http://caag.state.ca.us/cjsc/pubs.htm

California Department of Corrections, http://www.corr.ca.gov/
FINAL:Friday, March 20, 2009  , 8-11 AM

