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Part I  (20 minutes)  Answer all 20 questions.  Choose the BEST answer and mark your Scantron 

40 Points                     Sheet accordingly.

1.  
In regarding crime as a social problem, a logical objective would be

     
a.
to make every effort to make society totally crime free.

b. to minimize the social cost of crime, which means to focus only on crimes for which damages are well defined in monetary terms.

c.
to minimize the sum of damages to victims and the costs of crime control.

d.
to focus on the damages to victims of personal crimes since property crime is essentially a transfer with losses to victims offset by gains to the person acquiring stolen property.


e.
to rule out all acts against religions or religious groups because of the constitutional 
separation of church and state.

2.
Crime Generation

a
is the name given to the youths who became of age to participate in crime in the early 1980's when crime participation was beginning to peak

b.
is a functional relationship that describes the process whereby society encourages young people to revolt against society by imposing unfair constraints on youthful freedoms.

c.
is the title of the book by John Grisham depicting the revolutionary spirit of campus youth in the early 60’s who opposed the rules restraining drug use.

d.
is a functional relationship that describes the factors and processes, such as lack of economic opportunities and the deterrent effects of law enforcement that influence individuals to commit crimes against other individuals or society.

e.
describes a Darwinian process whereby criminal tendencies are inherited and passed from generation to generation.

3.
In an analysis of the seeming trade-off between equity and efficiency in the determination of the level of crime that will result in a society, 


a.
if two communities, one rich and one poor, have the same preferences regarding crime 

control and spending on other goods and services and identical crime control 

technologies, the poor community will have lower average levels of crime.


b.         according to Lester Thurow, if we act to spread existing resources so that crime rates are


equalized across all of the states  the average level of crime will rise.

c.
if the rich and poor communities have the same crime control technologies and preferences, the rich will tend to spend a greater share of income on crime control.

d.
if both the rich and poor communities have identical crime control technologies and preferences, the lower crime rates for the poor community can be perceived as an offset to the fact of being poor.

e.
None of the above.

4.
Jeremy Bentham

a. 
has been called the father of modern economic consumer theory.

b.       in the early 19th century, was among the first to describe the analysis that society should 
     use to work out deterrent measures to control crime.

c.      described the logic that criminals used to decide whether or not to commit a crime, and 
      that formed the basis for his prescriptions for society to control crime, expressed in terms 
     of pain and pleasure.

d.      was a popular figure in crime fiction created by the legendary author Arthur Conan Doyle.

e.        b and c.

5.        The private optimum speed

a.
is the correct speed for individual drivers to maintain in non-emergencies and the social 

optimum is the speed at which all public vehicles except police patrol vehicles should maintain in emergency situations.

b.
is the speed at which all drivers who are concerned with conserving fuel should drive.

c.
is the fastest a driver should go who wishes to avoid violating the speed laws.

d.       is the speed we can all drive and avoid the problems of air pollution from exhaust  
      emissions.

e.       none of the above.

6.        Setting the blood alcohol level (BAC) established for many state at .08 percent and enforcing it 
           using jail sentences

a.
has had almost no influence on the control of drunken driving since its establishment in 
            the mid 1980’s.

b.
is regarded as the major factor in reducing deaths due to drunken driving in California and the U.S. by roughly 1/3 since the mid 80’s.

c.
is of little value as a guideline for safe driving of because blood alcohol levels below .10 are unsupported in statistical studies as a cause of accidents.

d.
should be ruled unconstitutional because if effectively requires a person to testify against himself.

e.
both b. and c. are true.

7.        The economic paradigm

a.
is achieved through the application of four steps:  profit maximization, cost minimization,
careful selection of corporate directors, and effective product promotion when markets are weak.

b.
describes the enigma that achieving economic efficiency  in both rich and poor     

            communities serves the objectives of the poor to a greater degree than of the rich.     

c. 
only applies to outcomes of management decision making when markets are imperfect.

d.  
is achieved through the application of three steps: Specification, the spelling out of the   

possible outcomes, Valuation, placing appropriate values on each possible outcome, and 

Optimization, picking the best among the alternatives.

e. 
only applies to non-market decision making.
     


8.
The economist's term Consumers' Surplus

a. 
is the money remaining from a household budget when falling prices lower the cost of planned purchases.


b.       is the portion of consumers resources included in $M that we label "other goods and   
     services" in our analyses of consumers choices 

c. 
is the sum of all rebates given by sellers as an incentive to purchasers to clear the
     commodities from the sellers inventories.

d.
is the difference between what the aggregate of all consumers would have been willing to pay for a given commodity and what they ended up paying at the price established in the market.

e.
none of the above.


9.
In analyzing police productivity, Phillips and Votey

a. 
show that one important factor in the rise in crime rates from 1952 to 1967 was the rise in the trend of expenditures of law enforcement resources after the mid 1950's.

b.
found an inverse relationship between the level of police effectiveness and crime rates per capita for the period studied.

c.
found that, at the initial trend for law enforcement expenditures in the early '50's crime rates were rising rapidly and police effectiveness was declining.

d.
found property crime rates much lower and police effectiveness much higher in the late '60's than in the early '50's.

e.
none of the above.

10.
In preliminary analysis on the participation of youth in crime, Phillips and Votey found


a.
males were more likely to be involved in crime than females.


b.
crime rates tended to be higher in suburban or rural areas than in cities.


c.
whites were more involved in crime than non-whites.

d.       crime rates for youth were not different from those of older persons.

e.       none of the above.

11. The primary responsibility of government is to provide

a.       food stamps to alleviate hunger

b.       tax cuts to maintain political support from the wealthy

c.       bread and circuses to keep citizens amused

d.       security to keep citizens safe

e.       a and b are true

12. The most serious impact on society of a loss of safety due to crime and disorder is

a.       negligible, since only a redistribution of income occurs

b.       more police blotter items on the local evening news

c.       the loss of resources spent on defense against victimization

d.       more political ads by candidates promising to be “tough on crime”

e.       none of the above

13. The most important influence of economic conditions in causing crime is

a.      in the short run, or over the business cycle, according to Phil Cook

b.      in the long run, affecting an individual’s investment in human capital and consequently 
     their subsequent career path

c.      ambiguous and probably nonexistent

d.      fading as we move from a manufacturing economy to a service economy

e.     c and are true

14. The seriousness of various crimes or behaviors, as measured by a rating index, such as the one 
      conducted on the third day of class,

a.     shows no discernible pattern

b.     is consistent from one population group of raters to the next

c.     varies less within a group of raters, the more serious the offense

d.     b and c are true

e.     none of the above

15. The death penalty and the probability of execution

a.      are the most effective practical controls for homicide

b.      are controversial and the controversy raised doubts about the evidence that these sanctions   
     deterred homicide

c.      vary in application from state to state

d.      b and c are true

e.      a and b are true

16. The study of the control of homicide by Isaac Ehrlich, in his article, “The Deterrent Effect of Capital 
      Punishment”, showed

a.        the probability of arrest had a larger impact in controlling homicide than the probability of 
           execution

b.      each execution would save approximately seven lives of innocent victims

c.      that the expected costs of sanctions deterred violence 

d.      all of the above

e.      none of the above

17. One of the criticisms of “statistical” or empirically estimated studies of deterrence, such as Ehrlich’s 
      study cited above, is

a.      not enough is known about the causes of violence to be able to find measures of causality 
     to include in the study to standardize for variability in homicide rates due to causality

b.      one cannot study the effectiveness of the expected cost of sanctions on the per capita 
     homicide rate since the issue is clearly a moral one, not a scientific one

c.      a majority of the population favor the death penalty so it is a waste of money to study 
     whether the death penalty is an effective crime control

d.      b and c are true

e.      none of the above

18. One approach to studying deterrence that acknowledges ignorance about the causes of violence is

a.      a study designed and conducted like the one by Ehrlich

b.      borrowing methodology from the health sciences field, and using random selection, i.e. 
     randomly selected treatment and control groups, to differentiate the impact of treatment 
     (sanctions), on the behavior of the two groups

c.      polling the public to see if they believe deterrence works

d.      a and c are true

e.      none of the above

19. If one plots index offenses per capita against expenditures on criminal justice per capita for each 
      state in the country

a.      the relationship is downward sloping clearly showing that deterrence works

b.      the relationship is upward sloping underlining the importance of causality in affecting 
     crime rates

c.      the relationship is flat or horizontal (or vertical) implying no relationship between 
     expenditures on the problem and crime rates

d.      there is no clear pattern

e.      none of the above

20. The United States follows a policy, compared to policies in Canada and Western Europe, that could 
      be characterized as viewing abuse of drugs such as pot and crack as

a.      an education problem

b.       a medical or health care problem

c.       an enforcement problem

d.       a and b are true

e.       a terrorism problem

Part II (10 minutes) Answer both questions.  Fill in the blanks.

20 points

1.
When we model the circular relationship of Crime Generation and Control, typically, we specify 
two functional relationships as  






   OF = f( ______, ______, ______, ______ ),    and






   CR = g( ______, ______).


a.  Fill in the blanks for the elements in the two functional relationships and 


b,  Define OF, CR and each of the elements you filled above ( in a.), in their chronological order 
 
     in the eight blanks below.



1._________________________________  2.________________________________



3._________________________________  4.________________________________




5._________________________________  6. ________________________________



7, _________________________________ 8. ________________________________


c.  Pick one of the elements you filled for OF = g(.....) in a. (above) and tell what happens to the 

     value or magnitude of  OF  if the element you selected is increased.



Element: _______    What happens:  _________________________________________

2. The expected cost of punishment is the product of the ________________ of sanctions times the 
     ________________ of sanctions.

Part III (20 minutes)
  Answer both questions.

40 points

      1. The diagram below has been used to analyze speeding behavior in terms of the Economic 
          Paradigm.


a.  Label the axes (1) and (2).



b.  Label the two curves ( I ) and ( II )



c.  Draw in a 3rd curve to represent the social costs of speed and label it.


d.  Draw in and label lines to represent the Private Optimum Speed and the Social 
 
 
     Optimum Speed.



[image: image1]
2.

a. Assuming that crime is controllable, draw in the Crime Control technology for North Dakota.

b. Which of all the points along the curve that you drew in part a, is the “best” for North
    Dakotans, in terms of minimizing the sum of per capita damages to victims plus per capita 
    expenditures on crime control, assuming the authorities have chosen the best point? Illustrate.








Part IV (25 minutes)  Answer both questions.  

50 points

1. 
We have depicted the generation of crime and its control as a circular relationship.


a) 
Explain what we mean by a circular relationship.


b)
What options for control are possible within this model?


c)
What factors will cause crime to rise?


d)
What will bring crime under control?


e)
Relate what happened to crime levels as we moved through the 1990’s.


f)
Explain what you think might have caused the changes you observed.

Note:  You may wish to use a diagram to illustrate your points or to employ functional relationships as a shorthand to specify how the model works.  Feel free to do so if it helps the explanation.
Be sure to respond to all parts of the question: e.g., a., b., c. d., e., and f. and labeling separately each of your sub-answers as a., b., c. .... f.

2. Discuss U. S policies to control drug abuse of substances such as crack, pot and speed. What
    are some alternative options for policy?

a. Discuss health as an alternative policy, its benefits and limitations 

b. Discuss education as an alternative policy, both benefits and limitations

c. Discuss fiscal policy as an alternative policy, its benefits and limitations

d. In your view, what limits the possibilities for choosing one of these alternative policies in the United States at this time?

I..
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II.





Index Offenses Per Capita





Criminal


Justice 


Expenditures


Per Capita





North Dakota





$ 100





0.025
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