Course Syllabus

Econ 194SM Mathematical Microeconomics

Summer 2009
Shawn Knabb (July 13th – Aug 1st)
Class: Tuesday and Thursday 9:30-11:45

Office Hours: Wednesday 12:00-2:00 (or by appointment)
NH 2018

Feel free to send me an email to meet at other times as well

shawn.knabb@wwu.edu (July 13th – Aug 1st)

Course Objectives:
This course presents some of the mathematical tools necessary to conduct a (more) rigorous analysis of economic questions.  We will focus primarily on microeconomic applications of these tools.  Specifically, we will cover uncertainty, dynamics, general equilibrium modeling, and market failure. It is also important to note that the second half of the course will build on the concepts you learned in the first half of the course, so it is important that you understand the basic concepts of consumer theory. 
Text: Microeconomic Theory, 10th edition. Walter Nicholson and Christopher 
Snyder.
(Helpful textbook, but not required) The Structure of Economics, A Mathematical Analysis, Eugene Silberberg

Grading (Second Half of the Course):
Final Exam: 
        
70% of total grade

Homework: 

30% of total grade 
3 problems sets 

The best way to learn this material is to work on problems.  I will assign problems to turn in, but encourage you to work on other problems in the text as well, particularly if your math background is not strong.

You are welcome (and encouraged) to work in groups, but please turn in separate problem sets.

The homework sets will be due each Thursday in class.  Homework will be scored with a check (full attempt made on all problems), check plus (outstanding answers), or check minus (incomplete, deficient).
Course Outline
	Tuesday 
July 14th
	Chapter 7
	Uncertainty and Information


	Thursday 
July 16th
	Chapter 13
	General Equilibrium and Welfare


	Tuesday 
July 21st 
	Chapter 17
	Capital and Time

	Thursday 
July 23rd
	Chapter 18

	Asymmetric Information 

	Tuesday 
July 28th 
	Chapter 19
	Externalities and Public Goods

	Thursday 
July 30th 
	Test

	Second term material



