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Citizenship: Ireland

Under gr aduate Studies:
B.A., Economics, Trinity College, University of Diily First Class Honours1999-2003

Graduate Studies:

Ph.D. Candidate in Economics, University of CalifarSanta Barbara, 2003 to present
NSF/IGERT Economics and Environmental Science (EE&ning Program

Thesis Title “Essays on Information and Natural Resoufces

Committee: Chris Costello (co-chair), Bob Deacam¢hair), Gary Charness, Doug Steigerwald
Expected Completion Datdune 2008

M.A. Candidate in Ecology, Evolution and Marine Bigy, UCSB, 2006 to present
Thesis Title “Hysteresis, Alternative Stable States and theagbMarine Reservés
Thesis Advisor: Steve Gaines

Expected Completion Datdune 2008

Teaching and Research Fields:
Primary fields: Environmental and Resource Econentitxxperimental Economics
Secondary fields: Applied Microeconomics, Behavi&@eonomics, Marine Ecology

Resear ch Experience:

2006-present: Graduate Student Research8ystainable Fisheries Group, funded by the Paul
Allen Family Foundation
2005-2006: Graduate Student ResearchBisparate Scales of Process and Nearshore

Fishery Management, funded by the National Sciémmadation

Teaching Experience:
Summer 2005: Instructor of Record, Department afriemics, UCSB
Principles of Microeconomics

Fall 2003-Spring 2005: Teaching Assistant, Depantnoé Economics, UCSB
Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory, Experiments &itbhnomic Principles,
Principles of Microeconomics

Professional Activities:
Referee: Economica, Canadian Journal of Fisheries and Aqu8tiiences

Presentations: NBER Summer Institute on Environalébtonomics (2007), CU
Environmental and Resource Economics Workshop (2@0vierican
Fisheries Society Annual Meeting (2007), Growtlaimbling and Prediction
Markets Conference (2007), Occasional Californiak&loop in
Environmental and Resource Economics (2006), Araariggricultural
Economics Association Annual Meeting (2006), WdElghgress of
Environmental and Resource Economics (2006)



Grants: “Incentive Structures and Procrastinatiéhissell Sage Foundation, 2007-
2008, ($2,500), Principal Investigator
“Responsibility Alleviation Effects in the Common4JCSB Economics
Department Research Grant, 2006, ($500), Printipaistigator

Honors and Fellowships:

Academic: Departmental Distinguished Research Pawerd, UCSB, 2006
Graduate USAP Fellowship, UCSB, 2005
Regents International Student Fellowship, UCSB 322005

Teaching: Department of Economics Outstanding TAaidwor Finn Kydland's
Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory class, 2005
Office of Residential Life Outstanding TA Award, 88, 03/04 and 04/05

Resear ch Papers:

“Information Spillovers Among Resource Extract¢deb Market Pap@gr

Whilst the study of resource extraction under utaiety has a long history in resource economicsrethas been
less attention paid to endogenous efforts to reduemrtainty through learning and information asdign. An
unresolved empirical question is the degree to wvinidividual extractors learn from the behaviowottier extractors.
The question is difficult to resolve because thisrealways the possibility that an unobserved infe on an
individual extractor happens to be correlated witle behavior of other extractors. The difficulty figrther
compounded by the fact that an unobserved influencene individual indirectly affects everyone whkanfluenced
by that individual. We propose an identificatioragtgy to overcome this concern by isolating irdlirils who have
strong incentives to pay attention to their peeyugrbut who do not themselves influence their ggeup. The
approach is particularly well-suited to naturalo@ses that experience a gold rush of new entrdnisled by a
booming Japanese economy, the northern Califoedauschin fishery experienced a surge of new etstiarthe late
1980s and early 1990s. We use these new entradlisaoly identify strong information spillovers.

“A Field Experiment on Studying and Procrastinatiomith Nick Burger and Gary Charness)

We investigate the effect of paying students to mlete 75 hours of studying at a monitored locatiwer a five-
week period. Students were recruited both fromamd introductory class and from students in thgulee
experimental subject pool. In one treatment, thé@urs of studying must be composed of at leastdl2s during
the first week, at least 24 hours by the end ofsdseond week, etc. In the second treatment, 7&stafustudying
must be completed, but there were no weekly stgdsgquirements. While o@x anteprediction was that imposing
a weekly structure would help procrastinating stusleavoid getting too far behind, we instead fihdtta higher
proportion of students achieve the 75-hour tang¢hé time-unstructured treatment. The patterrstuafy time show
a pronounced weekly cycle; remarkably, this patteralmost identical for both treatments. While eamnot reject
the models of quasi-hyperbolic discounting, theaétepns seem more consistent with the notion ofpailer.
Finally, we find evidence that, over time, studentso achieve the studying goal improve their perfance in the
introductory class relative to those students widondt.

“Betting on Weight Loss ... And Losing: Personal Gasias Commitment Mechanisrisith Nick
Burger)

We investigate an unusual commitment mechanism tessestlercome self-control problems: betting on sraddility
to lose weight. Despite payoffs of as high as $8,Gpproximately 80 percent of people who make etk lose
them. We present a model, based on the time-instemgly literature, to explain why people lose smtdiently and
why attempting an eventually unsuccessful bet mightbeneficial. One of the predictions of the moidethat
breaking a costly task (such as winning a weigh) o a series of smaller tasks increases théahility of
completing the task. Empirical analysis of a weilglsts betting market confirms this prediction: Hwokmaker sets
the price of a bet to account for the time-incaesisy of the bettor. Our results suggest that ssfakincentives for
weight loss depend as much on the temporal strictithe incentives as on the actual magnitude.

Research Papersin Progress:

“Information Effects in a Dynamic Cournot-Nash MbdéRenewable Resource Extraction”
“The Responsibility Alleviation Effect in a Prisosddilemma Gamé

“Argh, Matey, You Found My IncentiV¢lvith Nick Burger)

“Income-Targeting and the Evolution of a Fistigwith David Siegel and Chris Costello)
“Optimal Stock Assessmé(with Chris Costello)

“Quality not Quantity: The Role of Spatial and Termap&xperience in Fishing Productivity




Popular Press:

“The Tragedy of the ‘Con"The Surfer’s Path61, p. 130.
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